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Background: 

The mummy is that of Penu, a temple doorman (Arnold, 1988) who worked at the temple 

complex of Karnak (Marx & D’Auria, 1986). The individual rests within a painted cartonnage 

and is thought to likely have come from Thebes (Museum of Fine Arts, n.d.). Robert Hay 

purchased the mummy for his collection in Scotland in 1836 before passing possession on to his 

son, Robert James Alexander Hay, in 1863. In 1868, Samuel A. Way purchased Penu’s mummy 

in London through some dealers, and the mummy remained within his collection until 1872. In 

1872, the mummy of Penu was donated to the Boston Museum of Fine Arts by Way’s son, C. 

Granville Way (Museum of Fine Arts, n.d.). Penu’s mummy and cartonnage were accessioned 

into the museum’s catalogue on June 28, 1872 (Museum of Fine Arts, n.d.). 

Pathological Features: 

The preservation of Penu’s mummy is poor, showing a significant amount of 

decomposition and disarticulation (Marx & D’Auria, 1986). However, the mummy’s wrappings 

and cartonnage remain intact, and protection amulets continue to rest on the body (Marx & 

Figure 1. Penu’s mummy 
inside their cartonnage at 

the Boston Museum of 

Fine Arts (Museum of 

Fine Arts, n.d.). 

 



D’Auria, 1986). This intactness of the wrappings and cartonnage suggested to Marx & D’Auria 

(1986) that the damage to the individual occurred before they arrived at the necropolis to be 

mummified. This would not have been an uncommon occurrence during this time, as death could 

take place long distances from where mummification was performed (Marx & D’Auria, 1986). 

Marx & D’Auria (1986) also report the retention of the rectus muscles and sclera outlines of the 

eyes, with resin having been introduced into the eye orbits to preserve them. However, Buckley 

(2001) reports the placement of artificial eyes, potentially made from wax, within the sockets. 

Penu’s mummy also displays metal lips. Though not a common feature, it is thought to have 

served a similar purpose to the metal tongues present in a number of ancient Egyptian mummies 

– an aid for speaking in the afterlife (Marx & D’Auria, 1986).  
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